June 21, 1947

The Hon. James C. Dunn

Ambassador of the United States of America
Rome

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

The representatives of the
National Independent Bloc of Albania have written
an appegl to President Truman in behalf of the
Albanian people. .

They would like to ask yoﬁ,
Mr. Ambassador, to forward the appeal, and request
therefore the honor of an audience with you or
any Rubassy official you may indicate.

Respectfully,
( Dott. Ismail Verlaci )
President of NIB

Via Eleonora Duse N. 37
Tel: 875246
Rome.
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Rome, July 3, 1947

Hon. James C, Dunn
Ainbassador of the United States of America

Rome
Dear lir. Ambassador:

We are enclosing an appeal to
Prosident Truman in behalf of all Albanian political
rel

efugses who look upon the United “tates as the only
pcwer that could save their country from the srave
threat to her indepencdence and sovereignty.

It seems to us, Mr. Ambassador,

thzt the problem of Albania's future is as important

To tie United States, as the problem of Grecca's and
Turkey's future. In the docimentation which accempanies
the appeal we have ocutlined some of the reasons way

in o inion, the Albant ble e !

1 our opinion, the Albanian problem should bhe of

interest To your governacit,

‘e respectfully ask you to forward
this appesl and its documentation to President Truman
in tae hope that he will heed the anguished ery for ’
nelp of the Albanizns who ask nothing more than to be
given a cliance to worx out their dastiny as a demvcrotie
Tation,

Respectfully,

I. Verlaci

Viaz Eleonora Duse 37
Tel. 87-52-40
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ALBANTAN PCLITICAL REFUGEES
"’{4+hin Albaniz itself the Albanians have no possibility of exnressing
any opinion whatever that does not conform with the directives of the
present terrorist regime.

The members of the United “tates diplomatic mission are fully
aware of the absolute lack of freedom of the preés and of ximdgiky
speech, after the treatment they received from the present heads of
the Covernment -- ave treatment which made it impossible for the
Mission to carry out its work.

| Oniy those Albanians who oscaped from death and prison to Breece,
Italy and Austria are able today to raise a cry of alarm for the
sa}vation of their country. About 4,000 Albanians have emigrated abroad:
2,300 of them are in Greece, 1,400 in Italy , 300 in Austria and a few
more in Egvpt and Turkey.

The Albanian political refugees live for the most part in Allied
refugee camps in the most precarious conditions and forgotten. There
are many old people, vomen and children among them. May xwsw have
tuberculosis.

Today the Albanian and the Greek people, Loth different in race
and language from the ﬁearby Slav people, and both under the same
danger which 1is threatening their countries, should unite to form a
joint defensive front. The reciprocal advantages of an agreement
between the two Balkan nations would be immediately felt. But in
order to reach a sincere and lasting agreement, which is being
advocated by enlightened statesmen both fireek and dibanian, Greece
ghould renounce with an official declaration her claims to the
Southern provinces of Albania: Korca and Argirocastro. A declaration
of this kind would weaken at once the present Albanian communist

regime which is posigg as the defender of Albania's territorial
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REACTION TO THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE
The reaction in Albania to the Truman doctrine was distinctly
favorable. Here is an incident that shows how the Albanian people
long for and invoke the intervention of America and of UN to help
them out of their present tragic situation.

In Scutari, last April, the population of the city, joined by
groups of peasants and wmountaineers irom nerby villages formed a
procession to celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Good Counil, Patroness
of Scutari. This religious manifestation was held in spite of the
prohibition by the Communist authorities who, xt in keeping with their
doctrine, remain hostile to all religious display. During the procession
the people ximmkxd shouted the names of America and President Truman whom

they invoked as a Liberator.
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ALBANIA'S STRATEGIC VALUE

If the United States are concerned with the security ol the
Mediterranean zone, and as a means to implement this policy are
aiding Greece and Turkey, the value of Albania as one of the pillars
of the Adriatic snould not be overlooked. For Albania in the hands
of a foreign power which is hostile to the United States, rerresents
a short-cut to the Corfu Channel, through the hartors of Valona and
Santi Quaranta.

The high rocky Albanian coast faces the opposite Italian shore.
Control of the %t Island of Saseono, at the entrance of the vast and
well protected Bay of Valona, means control of the Adriatic. Once in
possession of the Valona base, Russia may be said to have bypassed the
Dardanelles ¥m and to have attained freedom of movement in khe Mediterranean.

Saseno, which was to a certain extent fortified by the Italians,
is less than 73 nautical miles from Brindisi. At present it is under
the control of Russian military experts. No Albanian is pemitted to
go to the island, and recently even the Yugoslavs, who were cooperaping

with the Russians, wexwxemwk returned to the mainland.
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IGIOUS ATION OF

65% of the Albanian population is Mbhnmmedan; 25% Orthodox and
10% Catholie, )

The Mohammedans are divided into a great number of sectsk of
which only one; however; that of the "bektashi" (80;000 followers) is a
legally separate community, The Orthodox Albanians belong to the Albanian
Orthodox Church; independent from the other Orthodox churches, govgrned
by the Archbishopric of Durazzo-Tirana and the Bishoprics of Korca, Berat
and Argirocastro. There are also small groups of members of the Orthodox
faith who depend from the Roman Orthodox Church, ‘

The Latin-rite Catholics are divided into six bishoprics: Scutari,
archbishopric with the suffragan dioceses of Sappa; Alessio and Pulati;
Duraszo; archbishopric without dependent dioceses, St, Alexander of the
Mirdits; "nullius” abbey depending directly from the Holy See. The Catholics
of the Oriental rite (united) form an eparchy to themselves, in all the
territory to the south of the parallel of Tirana, and depend from the
Sacred Oriental Congregation (while the Catholics of the Latin rite depend
from the Propaganda Fide) and are at present under the administration of the
Latin Archbishopric of Durazzo, |

The Latin parishes are administered by the Albanian secular
clergy and to considerable extent also by Albanian Franeciscan monks,
Among the regular clergy are the Minorites, in xim their own provinco;
with their own novitiate and student body; the Jesuits of the Venetian-
Milanese province who direct the Albanian Pontificial College (which is the
national Seminary) for the secular clergy in Scutari; the Sons of Divine
Providence (Orionites); while among the Orthodox and the Oriental-rite
Catholics are working some Basilians of the Grottaferrata Abbey (Italo-
Albanians), Lagarists, Conventual Franciscans, and some secular priests,

There are various female RamgxR religious congregations: the "Mantellate"
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the "Stimmatine of Scutari
of Scutari), (the Albanian province of a vaétar congregation), the Daughters

of Mary Auxiliatrix,.the Sisters of Charity of Zagabria, the Servants of
Charity of Brescia and some small groups of nuns, mostly Italo-Albanians
for the religion of the South and the Orthodox “hurch.

The Franciscans and the Jesuits direc;ed great inssitutes of
secondary instruction in Scutari; various institutes of secondary and
elementary instruction and kindergartens were directed by the nuns,
especially the "Stimmatine"; the Orionites and also the Daughters of Mary
Auxiliatrix had an orphan asylum; almost all the_hospitals of Albania
wWere served by the various congregations of nuns,

Althgugh the greater part of the Catholie clergy in Albania
were Albanians, the religious congregations; with the exception of the
Minorites, included Italians to more or less extent,

Although the Catholic clergy did not take any greater part in
the Italian regime than did the clergy of other uhurches; and did not fom
a part of the Albanian Fascist Party, tyey were still conaidered; because
of their well known occidentgl tendency, not to be hostile to the regime of
union with Italy. In reality, the various members of this clergy gave their
support to the patriotic movement of resistance and most of them kept
completely out of politics, limiting themselves to a notable contribution
to the renewal of national culture which, it cannot be denied; was greatly
favored by the regime of union with Italy,

When the Bolshevik "Front of National Liberation" came to powor;
the Catholic, more than the other two Churches, was pewsecuted for colla-
boration with the Italians, with the Germans after September 1943 qnd with
the Party of the National Patriotic and Anti-Communist Front,

It can certainly be said that all the Catholic population remained
faithful to the line of conduct laid down by the best and most numerous
political and cultural leaders of the nation who were in agreement in not
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accepting the new regimc; held to be anti-national, anti-religious and
dangerous to the economic and cultural interests of the nation,

The political result has been that while at one time t?o Catholics
occupied traditionally 25% of State positions of some importance, at present
they only have 1% (as in the Chhmber of Deputies, etc.).

The following measures which have been suffered by Albania may be
held to be religious persecution:

a) Members of the clergy murdered (22): Father Lorens Mitrovig,
Franciscan, while on a trip in the winter of 1942-43; a conventual father,
killed while carrying out his mission of sanitary assistance at Lushnja in
1943; the Mother Superior of the Servants of Charity of Koreca, wounded by
a shot while trtvelling; towards the end of 1944, and held by the partisans
80 long that it was impossible to save her life; Father Leki Luli, Hinorite;
once head of the Albanian Front of Resistance allied with the analogous
Serbian front, murdered at the end of 1944; Rev, Lasarus Shantoja, well known
poet and mémber of the Institute of Albanian Studies, tortured and shot in
March 1945; Rev, Andrew U Zadeja; well known poet; Bhot in Scutari on Palm
Sunday 1945 for having sheltered the preceding; Father Giovanni Fauati;

Vice Provincial of the Jesuits; Father Daniel Dajani, rector of the Albanian
Pontificial College; Father John Shllaku, Minorite, with two seminarists

of the Pontificial College, accused of plotting against the security of the
State and of organization of Christian Democracy, tortured and shot in
February 1946; Father Anthony Harapi, well known writer and former Franciscan
provincial haad; ghot in the same period for having accepted the office of
Regent of Albania; Father Matthew Prendushi, ?rovineial head of the Fran-
ciscana; shot with tko other Franciscans; Rev, Louis Pici, secular priest
who at one time adhered to the Communist movement and later abandoned it
with heroic protests against the violence and abuses of the Red regime;

Rev, Mark Cuni, Rev. Gjon Tusha, Father Frano Kiri, Father Ciprian Nikaj,

also shot. Two monks and two priests died under torture while others (35)
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priests, monks and Jesuits, languish in prison, under various sentences;
amongz these last is also included the Abbot of Mirdizia, Monsignor Gjini.
Mohammedan clergy: Arrest and uncertain destination of the well
knowg patriot Hafigz Ali Kraja of Scutari and of four other Mohammedan priests.
Bektashi clergy: Misterious killing of the three highest prolat?s
in the Bektashi hierarchy: Baba Abaz; Baba Faje Martaneshi and Baba Fejzo,
in the middle of March 1947, ‘ '
Orthodox clergy: The Bishop of Argirocastro, Irene' Banushi,
imprisoned and not heard of since.
b) All the Italian priests, monks and nuns, except those in
prison, expelled from Albania with only their limited personal belongingse
¢) The Albanian priests and nuns driven away from their residences
in the mountain parishes with nothing but their personal belongings,
d) The Bishops forced to live in only two rooms and the parish
priests in only one room of their residences and all the furniture for which
they were responsible confiscated, as well as the churchos; which were

declared property of the people,

e) The Pontificial College occupied and turned over to profane
use, and the students scattereda

f£) The 5 Catholic magazines suppressed and their printing shop

confiscated.
g) The Apostolic Delegate expelled and his successor (of American

nationality) prevented from entering Albania,

h) Religious instruction for the young prohibited.

i) A continuous strong press campaign against the clergy, the
Bishops and even the Holy See.

J) Entrance to the churches controlled,

k) Two bishops having died (Scutari and Alessio), the appointment

of successors practically prevented,
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POLITICAL PERSECUTION

The propaganda of the preseht terrorist regime in Albania tries
to present a Plcture of all the ant i-Communists as collaborationists, Nazis

and Fascists, The tiny Albanian nation has always been the object, never

the subject, of historye Because of the axigem.ies of circumstances far
Superior to the Possibilities of national will, Albania's foreign policy
always has depended on first one and then the other great powers ‘herefore
it 1s absurd to accuse of collaborationism a people who have always suifered
all kinds of impositions by the foreigners, although they have managed, by
& miracle of tenacity, to conserve their own ethniec characteristics, At any
rate, among the patriots who hEvle);?lgne away with, Kol¥ Tromara and Bahri
Omari, formerly Presidents in Boston of the Albanp-American patriotic society
"VATRA", and the first also the founder of an Albanian Democratic¢ Party with
a Laborist tinge; can certainly not be listed as Nazi-Fascists, Many of the
patriots who had been persecuted by the Fascists and the Nazis were later
shot by the Coumunists after a hasty sentence by improvised tribunals, In
the same way, many IFascists and Nazists passed over to Communism as soon as
it secemed to stand a good chance of auccess: Dr, Cmer Nishani; at present
an influnetial member of the Presidium and of Parliament » did Fascist pro-
paganda and held various offices under the Italo-Albanian regime; 091. Kadri
' Hoxha, before beginning his brilliant career as a Communist officer, was a
proud member of the Llbasan Fascioe Many other cases are similar,

The aims of the regime, inspired and fomented by foreign agents,
is not to punish those who may have been collaborationists, but to eliminate
every individual of some worth, who might stand in the way of the "Slavization"
of the country, Whoever represents a threat of opposition to the Pan-Slav
objectives, even in the far future, is suppressed without mercy., Not even

merits acquired in Communist service are sufficient to save such a man,

On the other hand, former agents of Italian, Greek or Austrian politics
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Below is a l#at of the better known Albanians who were done away

with from 1943 to 1947, in addition to those alreay mentioned:

POETS;

Rev. Lasar Shantoja

Rev, Andrew Zadeja

WRITERS:

Father Anthony Harap;

Reve Gjon Tusha

Lef liosi

JOURNALISTS:

Proge Gjiergi Kokoshi
Nebil Cika

#leks lzvragl

Reve GJjon Shllaku
Hilmi Leka

POLITICAL PRERSONAGES:

——

Fejzi Alizoti
Sulco Bushati

Dr., Terenzio Toeci
Fazli Frasheri
Kol¥ Tromara
Bahri Omari
Beqir Walter
Kostantin Kotte
Idhomen Kosturi
Hysejn lMushgeta
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MILITARY PERSOKAGES:
General Akif Permeti

MOUNTAIN CHIEFTAINS:

Colonel

HIGH OFrICIALS:

Gustav Myrdaes
Saukri Borshi
Tahsin Bishqemi

Daut gargani

Isnail Golemi
Llesh Marashi
Ndok Gjeloshi
Skender Gami
Aziz ¢ami

Dik paud
Adem Boletini
Ndrez Prenga

Kold Zadrima

Preng Cali
Ded Tzoku
Halil Al{ija

The sons of iuharrem Bajraktari

The begother of Hysni Dema

Javer Hurshiti

Z4ef Kadar ja
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ECONOMIC SITUATION

Albanian economv is similar to that of Yugoslavia rather than

- B

complenentary, Yugoslavia produces a larger quantity and 2 better
guality of wcol, ~ides, tannad leather, building lumber und fuel vood

while Yugoslaw inlustry canmot export to ..lbunia the manufactured

preducts and other articles of which Albanid has great neede The

£,

ironx curtain betwzen lbania and the Occident hasxx® destroy2
every possinilloy of frse trade and of Cindipg a good markei obroad

v

Tor -1lbusnizn producis,

Today :ibaaia suffers an extrene of poverty unkrovn even in

the diarekst veurs of the *urkis domination, Ureat conrusion x#iRx reizgns
in the ecororic life of the x ecountry, especially for the fellowing
reabons:

&} ce lapossibliity od export ol (hs products o4 Lhe  country
{wool, hides, Lznnad leather, Lorses, e¢;;s, cheese, etd.) because of
tt o hostile cttituce taken by the Communist re-ime towards the nearest
nzlions Lo the west, vhe only market Ior these procucts,

k) fine end of comnarée cauged by the 1945 tax on war profits
and profits of the regime: the epplication of this tax has beon loft
tn the arbitrary will of the exccutive organs, This tax, out of all

|

reason {or ilbamia, vas supposed to bring a totul of one and a half
billion Albanion [ranes: It 1s to be noﬁed that all the puper monay
put in circulatibn by the Nationel Bank of .\lbania is not more than 350
million Albanisn francs. Since the merchants were not able to pay the
~uotas inmposed on thqm, they have becn obliged to submit to the con-
fiscation of their goods and tlicir realestate; amany of thenmk, hovever;
not © eing avle Lo reacn the exoroitant fipure set tliem, are suill in
prison,

¢) 4ll indusiries have been taken over by the State and their

manageaent given lato the ninds of incoupetent [el'sonse
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~lso worthy of conslderation s tha [{rure for tha State
budget 1945-/,6: & bil)ion and sixteen million Albanian francs,
Helore 1529 1t had never rone alove 24 illion a vear, «nd betwren
1233 and 1943 it pesched the {irure of LD milllon Albanizn fr ncs.

More thrn the half of the State hucd-at for 101 5-46 (one
Dilldon and si<teern millibn albsrian franes) that is about 600 11llien,

ie rezerved Oar Tltary expenditnres. Vhe Fic-ure for the 17L§-17

LR U

budget is not knowna

ey o Il R L R R e 4] U]
u«‘-_ !’?\_T.‘J,? PrniT AT TON

sepimning in 1935 Lhe weak cel s of the Alhandan To unist
Party began to recelve new impulse, ond vere organized with iron
iaeipline by two ystergous Jlav wieni.8 Kno.n 53 the name of NDus~ian
and Filadine iotii of tiem disuppedred as zoun <35 the Cospiumnist re:r-ime
wos installed in ~loanias Thelr place wes (ol@an Dy three Hussian
missions: a wilitary misclon vthat oversees e teaching of the
albandian oliicers and the organisavion of the am™My; a civil mission
that controls Lhe various ministriss and stote Jervices; and a
techmicsl miscion thot directs public vorks and Lhose of the coastal
and frontier fortiljications, wnd work in the nines, Hundreds of
tussians with tielr fanilies have settled down in the best bulldines
of the xkigx Albanian civles, especially in Tirana,

Comnuniem as an ideology camnobl take roets in #flbania where
the peoprle are tenacionaly &ttached to their centurg-old traditlons,
Another reason why the sluanian 18 ilaclinad wo have_nathin; Lo do with
the gamxeirm Lmpositions of the docirine of oscow ig tlat he fears
that this doctrine masks an aLbeupt at slavization, which is only too
true, The comuon wan in Albania thinks that the "lavs, not having

been able to subjugate albania by forge ol unas, are now trying; to

attain their end through the expedient of an idea thlat destroys ot
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the roots the national traditions.

A preol Liat tis people do not love the )rosent re~ime {ia
Lthe suppOrt given Uy Lia. vo the moveent of anti-Comunist xwix
resistances ihe 8oh of markagjoni and many othorx heroes would nover
have been able to .void capture by the numerous overnment forces
eent Zzainst them, hod not wemx the population helped by glving them
arelter 2nd brinpgine them £20d.

The an i-lo unist movement of resistince of 1943, the
raniod of the instzllation of the Zed Communist dictatorship, has
never h-on ‘nterrupted. .Le peoples venerate the by now legendary
nitar of Prince lMarkartond, Jup Kazuzi, “elecin bigaku and of others
vho fall {fighting against the LUommmnist overnient Jordes, hvery
dzy othar defenders of liberty sall on tie mountains, and thelr places
are tiaren by new ranks of courageous youths, who have rsiused to
accent the loscovite ideclogy, Jurinz the last ['ew months the bands
of anti-Communist nartigang have 21so incre.scd in Sguthern lbznia,
Thelr action renders life ditileubt, especially in tihe out of the way
reslong, for the uthsr-rities ol the ned repsime,

The higlory o1 slbania for the last r'ew centuries is nothing
it @ lony series ol spic XKXKEX@RK sSiru, gles against thne Youthern
Slavs who press fearfully spainst the tiny nation in their march
toviards the lediterreneans =htire ~lbarlan ponuldations have been
liter:))y externinated by the Slave in the fertile kosova plain ‘and
tno t he north of Scuturie «11 the “lbanian folksonss bear clear
test nony to Slav Terocity and to the irreducitls {:z-3tinct for national
Jiberty of the &1bonians, who were hindered in the conplete develop-
ment, of thalr possitilities of progress not so mueh by the stitie
and apithetic Ottoman domination ae by the continuous assavlts of the
oathern 5lavs, urred ond upheld in thelr narch towirds Durazzo and
V. 1ona Ly thelr sreat Patron, <ussia, Catherinell, vith tbe pe ceo

treaty of Kutehku hafnardji (1774) obtiined fro the Ottoman Torte,
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VEaricus concossions ipr tae protection ol the Urthodox in the
Citoman wupire, @na in Lhet way acquired a trustworthy wea on for
Husslan penclration und .ﬁX?c‘ﬂSiOR N the 30 1LKilSe Numw‘,..l‘.y the

{ussiuns consldar all tie Urtindox &s slavs, which is not Lrue, ne=

cause in the Jul«ans relirqion isx not always idenvified witl race,
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